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www.balitreetop.com Tel: 0361- 735429 / 081 338306898

When there was an earthquake in Bantul | decided to go and help. The devastation there struck me, and will
remain with me for the rest of my life. Not only did | realize that | could help, my experience there has given
me direction for my life. | now know that even one person, no matter how young, can make a differance.
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entral Java. The Bantul Regency was the
worst affected ane, with more than 5,761 deaths and hundreds of thousands of people leht
hameless, When | heard aboun the sitiation | knew | had 'to do sofmethng, | had 2 nend
who had'been weorkang in Aceh after the tsumatm, and | krw help from the government
wolld e slivee and Bmited. As tsudl the mmediste reliel was guck. but noww. ceen moitths
after the earthquake, the people are still lving in rubble, reminded daily of ihe tragedy that
teok placa

| warited to da long-term relief work as people quickly forget that others ars still suffening,
whet i disappears from the news Luckib | knsw Adisorn Chesten who ihiliated The Bani-
i Kindergarten Propect, and is alks affilamea with C‘
the registared non-profit organization MM o ea r S
Marmesh Untuke Masyarakat (Peeple {or the Com- L N u

munity ] After the earthauake, Alson and Amber
Br=en wenl up;to Bantul o see how they could
hetpowith mmediate reliel work Haang seen the
extant of the damage. they decidedd that /& long-
t2rm project was necessary 50 they formed The
Bantul Kinclerparten Projact | was thus ablé (o wark with them

Durmg the earthquake, most of the kndergartens, alang with everything else, were badl
dirmaged” or completely destroyed. Classes took place intents whare the temperatire of:
ten rose to 40 degrees Celis The kindergartens got leas attention than prirmary and high
schools as people considered them |ess mpartant When | visted these kindergartens |
could not belleve it The tents were hot and samewere stuffed with up to eighty childran i
drie tant] These Lants were pilched whiere the old kindergartens had stood, soll sirounded
Oy the rubble that haan T been gies

e sy It wias a gmilar situation with peoples hotises

They ware Ving in inadequate temparary sheftars off tents Ty wers unable 10 move an
|

&rd try\io forpat about the disasier besalise they dre ahways surroundsad by the leftosers of

their past. By thase Bricks and stones and cement blacks whicn are also constant rerminders

lives to return to
normal...

he first londergarten to be bult by the BRP was Al-Fatah kindergarten m the sub-distnct

of Imomn Snce ALFatah the BEKP- hac managed to complete the Blhiding o ol more
;= £ H k

ndergartens. and has 56 others currenily undsr construchon. The BKP was lidey enough

to’ host avisit from supermodel Petra hemcova and photlographer Leslam Johnson:VWhen
they =w whit was bemg accomiplished they confributed generousy {owands building more
schoois

o1 inousanas

Al this paint in timis ot grewing concern is hausing There are sl hundreds

o people ving i tents o 17 inadequate sheltere VWinh! the onter of the riny: $eason
howming for these peopleis now of diastic mpoentance. In Bantul we san srsct houss with
bedeg (woven bamitxoo) walls, cemeant floars; Brck base, and tie rools, in less than a wedk

for their

Thets houses can withstand the heaviest rains, and

e earinguake refisiant as martural fibers gy 10N
staad of _I:ll'-._lp',i!'n,'_ A_|!_I||_||.j!!_|| Ley i ._'!ill_':.' Wil |
'_.TTI"‘I"'.'; 1~|'|_f'_,'_.gl'| 1o ast for the next & 1o |"|'!.':|'it e
The BKP is now concentraling on mising maney fod
thess houses as well as bulliling kndergartens, Am-
ber lvees in Banful and kneses those who are most
i heed

| was shocked 10 see juit how! litte had Desn donein the way of housing, Tive. thers:ans
bl reds

i thousands of homes to rebulld and it's & massive job, but 1t & job that needs

to'be dote now. That s 'why | 'was determined that on iy returm to Ball, not only would

|| ras= money to blild more houses through the BER but | wedld also bring 1o Lhe atten-
ton of the people That what happerred in Bantul B ot over, These people are stll fving m
teimible conditans, everything youU read |0 the news s true. Theng ane mary orginizations
wiorking-to help, but the encrmity of the siuaton means that most peaphe will have toowarnt
y=ary for thale lves to r=tum 1o noemal

| have besn pleasantly surprsed wath the peaction that e pecered from the people n Bal

There are a lot of people, young ang ald whe want 10 help: but just dan't know Rew ta do

it For that reason | have been able-to collect meney (o bulkd mofe temporary

of il the death and suffering Thie shattering of s Rappaned in less than a minute But will' hogefully | will be able to continde this not just For a few weeks, but until the pacp
ke yeany 1o pebukd no bonger need s0 much belp, Anc unbil | reach my goal of 100 houses. Its & big number;

NGk one pers sifected, vy parson | met had & story 1o tell and 23ch one
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wits just as panful 10 hear as ancthen & man lost his wate: and grandchild The kachen fell

on 3 wormans mothee Onsman dideil ind hes mother's body untd theee in the aftEmoon

ten hours after the earthquake struck. One woman told me shehad lost seven members

of Far famly in thods (ifty 4econdi There was <o much pan everywhene, ond these pe

wene gettns Amost np heip

it | know veanda it B

www bentulkindergortenproject.ong
www.mumbaliorg
omber@bontidkinderpartenproject.org
alisohi@bantulkindergartenprojectorg
uomaroha@gmoil.com
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